THE BATTLE OF MANILA BAY

same kind of men on board all the other ships in the
harbor."

"Admiral, I have been here for thirty years," he
concluded. "I have seen the men-of-war of all the
nations, but never have I seen anything like this"
(as he pointed to the Olympics crew).

In view of the language of the proclamation, I
considered this generous admission very illuminating.

But better than winning the esteem of foreigners
was winning that of our own people. They could
have had none too great confidence in their navy
at the outbreak of the war, or else there would not
have been such a popular cry to have the Atlantic
coast guarded against possible ravages by Cervera's
squadron.

It was the ceaseless routine of hard work and
preparation in time of peace that won Manila and
Santiago. Valor there must be, but it is a secondary
factor in comparison with strength of material and
efficiency of administration. Valor the Spaniards
displayed, and in the most trying and adverse cir-
cumstances. The courageous defence made by all
the vessels of the Spanish squadron, the desperate at-
tempt of the Reina Cristina to close with the Olym-
pia, and the heroic conduct of her captain, who, after
fighting his ship until she was on fire and sinking,
lost his own life in his attempt to save his wounded
men, can only excite the most profound admiration
and pity.ly.
